Sunday 13th September 2020

Online Zoom service at 10 am.

Topic: Sunday Morning Service

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/564464275?pwd=QzUyNFRBUTZRN2dGemxzWlhtSG5XZz09

Meeting ID: 564 464 275

Passcode: 158647
The Menace, Myth and Mayhem of Autonomy
David and Bathsheba 
Scripture: 2 Samuel 11:1, 3–4, 10–11, 13–15, 26–27 
11 In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king’s men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem.
2 One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, 3 and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, “She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 4 Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. 
10 David was told, “Uriah did not go home.” So he asked Uriah, “Haven’t you just come from a military campaign? Why didn’t you go home?”
11 Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents,[a] and my commander Joab and my lord’s men are camped in the open country. How could I go to my house to eat and drink and make love to my wife? As surely as you live, I will not do such a thing!”
13 At David’s invitation, he ate and drank with him, and David made him drunk. But in the evening Uriah went out to sleep on his mat among his master’s servants; he did not go home.
14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. 15 In it he wrote, “Put Uriah out in front where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw from him so he will be struck down and die.”
26 When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for him. 27 After the time of mourning was over, David had her brought to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing David had done displeased the Lord.
Read Attached Sermon.

Questions to help you reflect
Autonomy looks appealing on the surface. After all, having the freedom to do what you want to do is viewed as living successfully. But you were made for something better than that. 
Discussion Questions 
1. What do you hope people will say when they tell your life story? 

2. How is seeking to live autonomously or isolated affecting you now and the story you desire to share 

later? 

3. Read 2 Samuel 11:1–4. What stands out to you in these verses? 

4. How many people know you completely? How difficult is it to let people know the real you? 

5. Knowing your weaknesses, what might authentic community save you from? 

Bottom Line: 
You weren’t created for autonomy. You were created for community. 

Prayer

Heavenly Father, 
You know me better than I know myself and know where I need help and guidance to stop me making mistakes.  You’re amazing love has carried me this far and I’m hungry to go even further in the safety of your arms.

Let my life tell the story of how you saved and rescued my from myself. Teach me to live more in community than for myself.  Help me keep focussed on you and serving you – so that I may live.

In Jesus name. Amen.
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